
In the last issue of Crusader Communique, we 

shared a lengthy list of resources that have been 

made available to the Academy by the Parent 

Teacher Fellowship (PTF) over the past five 

years.  These resources, the result of annual PTF 

fundraising campaigns, have totaled more than 

$80,000– an astounding figure even by today‘s 

standards.  Additional resources in the form of 

sponsorship of student events, teacher apprecia-

tion and support, incentives and awards, and 

equipment have also been supplied to further the 

Academy‘s mission.     

As the 2008-2009 school year drew to a close, PTF 

funds were allocated for the purchase of a mobile 

science lab. Kimberly Smith, science teacher for 

the middle school and high school, is thrilled with 

the purchase. ―On behalf of all the staff, I‘d like 

to say ‗Thank You‘ to the PTF for their provision 

of a mobile science lab. The new mobile lab has 

already been put to good use.  Mrs. Stone‘s 5th 

and 6th grade class was able to use it in their 

room, along with a microscope, to view slides 

made from leaves students brought in.   

Of course, I have had the privilege of using it the 

most in Biology class.  I use it at least once a week.  

The students have made multiple slides of their own.  

They have learned how to mount specimens on slides 

and stain them.  They have made slides of their 

cheek cells, mushroom spores, onion epithelial and 

more.  And what a blessing it has been to have a sink 

right there in the room and a surface that doesn‘t 

stain!  

I should also mention that in addition to the mobile 

lab, the PTF also provided us with four additional 

microscopes for a total of five.  This has also been a 

tremendous blessing in managing classroom time 

because we don‘t have to waste time with sixteen 

students trying to use one microscope.  But wait 

there‘s more!   

The PTF also provided 100+ prepared slides, the slide 

making kits, dissection kits for three dissection labs 

and more.  To date they have blessed us with over 

$2,000 in science essentials. There are already plans 

for many future uses of the lab and equipment.‖ 

Thank you once again PTF! 

PTF Supports Mobile Science Lab 

Upcoming PTF Events & 

Fundraisers 

Mark your calendar for 

these events and opportuni-

ties to help support NBA 

 

October 26-30 

Book Fair 

 

October 30   

Grandparents Day 

 

November 9 

PTF Meeting 

Chick-Fil-A Calendar Sale  

 

November 12 

Carini‘s Night 

 

Crusader Communiqué 
The Quarterly Newsletter of New Bridge Academy  

Parent Teacher Fellowship  

Volume 5, Issue 1 

October 2009 

Spotlight on Faculty 2 

Think Spring 2 

Looking Good 2 

Box Tops for Education 3 

Comments from the 

Front Office 

3 

Traffic Flow Around the 

Academy 

4 

Inside this issue: 

Academy Wish List 

Help the Academy by sharing your ideas for acquiring 

the following: 

School-owned laptops—one per teacher 

Athletic funding—Booster club mainly for 

 equipment and uniforms 

Scoreboards for the gym (mounted  on the 

 walls) 

Some type of school bus—either a box bus 
 (usually 26 passengers) or a regular yellow 

 school bus (46-52 passengers) 

 

If you have suggestions regarding these items, please 

contact Mr. Stone at sstone@newbridgeacademy.org. 



Thanks in advance for your dedication to our school and all the time 

that everyone volunteers.  I greatly look forward to hearing your 

comments, suggestions and ideas.  Please feel free to contact me at 

JSGILLEN@EARTHLINK.NET or (804) 932-8609.                               

Thank you, 

Shelia Gillen 

PTF Vice President  

 

This fall, NBA is seeing many new faces along 

with those familiar ones.  The PTF would like 

to recognize and welcome our new faculty 

members by introducing them individually.  

We begin with our new Spanish instructor Mrs. 

Carmen Mercado who was recently asked to 

share more about herself.  

―I'm from Puerto Rico and married with three 

sons. Because of my husband's military career 

we left Puerto Rico a long time ago. All my 

life I have been working with children, start-

ing first with my three younger siblings, and 

then with my own sons and children at 

church. After wanting to become a pediatric 

nurse, life soon revealed that was not my 

purpose. After two years in nursing educa-

tion, I had to stay home as a mom! A few 

years later, I finished an associate's degree as 

an office clerk and in Business Administra-

tion. Soon thereafter, I worked for a few 

years under this branch but was not happy. 

 

In 1997, I got sick with cancer. Having over-

come it two different times, I made a prom-

ise to God. If He were to give me the oppor-

tunity to raise my children, I would do eve-

rything that was possible to study to be an 

educator or go back to being a pediatric 

nurse in order for me to help His children in 

any aspect I could. He gave me that second 

chance and since 1999 I have been working 

faithfully in this field, with school systems, 

day cares and at church. Not only for His 

glory but also for His children.‖   

She would like to thank everyone at NBA for 

her warm welcome.  

On a related note, each year Americans 

observe National Hispanic Heritage Month 

from September 15th to October 15th. This 

month celebrates the histories, cultures and 

contributions of American citizens whose 

ancestors 

came from 

Spain, Mex-

ico, the Car-

ibbean and 

Central and 

South Amer-

ica. 

shopping.  Check back often as the inven-

tory changes. 

If you‘re unable to shop at monthly meet-

ings, you can search the bin when conven-

ient and give your payment to Ms. Clark.  If 

you have any questions regarding the closet, 

please contact Andrea Coley at             

andreacoley@verizon.net.  

Also available at PTF meetings is NBA Spirit-

wear which is casualwear with the NBA logo 

Don‘t forget the PTF maintains a clothes 

closet of gently-used uniform pieces to help 

make your money stretch farther.   

How does it work?  Clean and gently-used 

items can be donated anytime by placing 

them in the bin in the stairwell by the gym-

nasium.  If you wish, you can request a 

receipt for your in-kind donation for tax 

purposes. Clothing donations can be pur-

chased for $1-$5 at monthly PTF meetings 

where they are sorted and displayed for 

that expresses your child‘s Crusader spirit.  

Spiritwear can be worn on Spirit Days– the 

last Friday of each month. Styles and prices 

vary.  Contact Melissa Cooke at 

Cooke.melissa@gmail.com for more infor-

mation. 

Again, sales of both 

Spiritwear and do-

nated uniforms 

support the PTF 

mission.  

Think Spring…….. 

New Bridge Academy Welcomes Carmen Mercado 

Dear Parents, 

I am looking for any suggestions that any of you have for our Spring/

Live Auction.  We have decided not to do the annual Spring Fling all 

day event. The plan is to have a live auction/box dinner. 

I would like to know what the parents think and any suggestions that 

you may have in order to raise money for our school.   This is the 

biggest fundraiser that we do.  We really need to make good on this 

event.   

I thank God for our school.  He has answered many prayers for our 

school.  
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Looking good… Uniform Clothes Closet & NBA Spiritwear   

Spotlight on Faculty 



dentials, lunchroom, library, transportation, 

philosophy, financial audit, admissions poli-

cies, athletics, fine arts, technology…and 

the list goes on and on. It will include input 

from each staff member, our school board, 

parents, volunteers and the community at 

large. It will require many hours beyond the 

classroom for our staff, but the result will 

be a school everyone associated with New 

Bridge can be proud of. 

I will be sharing with you at various times 

throughout the year about some of the dif-

ferent highlights of the various components 

of the accreditation process. Please feel 

free to ask questions or inquire any time. 

Most of all I would ask for your prayers as 

we begin that God would be pleased with 

our efforts and end results. 

Stanford D. Stone 

Headmaster/ Administrator 

Well, the packet has been mailed. The 

forms have all been filled out. The support-

ing documents have been included in the 

packet. The initial payment has been made. 

We now wait for the all-important phone 

call to set up the pre-candidacy visit. And 

so it begins.  

As we begin our 6th year, we begin a 2-3 

year process of seeking and receiving full 

accreditation from the Association of Chris-

tian Schools International (ACSI). This proc-

ess is not for the faint of heart or those 

with weak knees. It is a grueling ordeal that 

will test the resolve of the most experi-

enced staff members.  

I am excited about the prospect of complet-

ing the self-study which will evaluate our 

school in 10 categories. Each of these 10 

categories has 10-15 non-negotiable stan-

dards that must be met or exceeded. The 

evaluation will look at every aspect of the 

school including curriculum, teacher cre-

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Accreditation Update 

You can also find this issue 

on the Web! 

www.newbridgeacademy.org 
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Comments 

from the 

Front Office 

site at www.boxtops4education.com. 

Box Tops can be turned in at anytime to your 

child‘s teacher.  Following the fifteenth of each 

month, box tops will be tallied for each grade 

with K-6th being averaged independently and 

7th-12th being combined. As an incentive, the 

class presenting the most box tops will receive 

an ice cream party on Spirit Day.   

Our goal for collections of box tops this year is 

$500. This is money with little effort.  Please 

contact Melissa Cooke, PTF Fundraising Director, 

at Cooke.melissa@gmail.com for more informa-

tion.  

With a trained eye, you‘ll be surprised how many 

everyday food and household items contain the 

label. On another note, the PTF does not collect 

Campbell Soup labels. Stay tuned for more ways 

in which NBA can benefit from your shopping 

The fundraising plan for the coming 

year includes a variety of activities that 

demand tons of planning and organizing 

of volunteers.  One easy way to contrib-

ute throughout the year however is the 

collection of Box Tops for Education. 

Box Tops are labels found on assorted 

grocery items from a number of differ-

ent manufacturers that can be re-

deemed for .10 cents each. Recently, a 

list of participating products was sent 

home.  The complete product list can 

be found on the program‘s website at 

Get out your message! 

Rent the NBA Marquee for $10/wk. 

 

 

And my God will meet all 

your needs according to his 

glorious riches in Christ Jesus 

Philippians 4:19 



The purpose of the New Bridge Academy Parent Teacher Fellowship 

is in prayerful dependence upon God: 

To establish a fellowship between home and the school; 

To encourage and strengthen the parents in fulfilling their God-

given responsibility in their training of children in the Lord; 

To provide opportunity to the parents and teachers to meet and 

to better understand and coordinate the training of their children 

in the Lord both as to the intellectual and the moral or discipli-

nary phases of their development; and 

To provide a channel through which the physical and financial 

needs of the school can be made known and through which the 

members and friends can help in supplying these needs. 

 

2009-2010 PTF Board of Directors 

Jennifer Javins- President  jenniferjavins@jimsfw.com 

Shelia Gillen- Vice-President  jsgillen@earthlink.net 

Robin Wilder- Secretary  wilderrv@msn.com 

Shannon Adkins- Treasurer  shannondadkins@hotmail.com 

Stan Stone- Ex-Officio  sstone@newbridgeacademy.org 

Melissa Cooke– Fundraising Director Cooke.melissa@gmail.com 

Lisa Garrett– Volunteer Coordinator Bins4jc@verizon.net 

students inside. We strongly encourage 

pedestrians to use the sidewalks when en-

tering the building and refrain from walking 

directly in the path of vehicles in the loop. 

All students are dismissed at 3:00pm.  

Again, please utilize the drop-off loop to 

pick up your child.  Should you arrive at the 

door in your vehicle and your child is un-

available at that time, please exit the loop 

and circle back around to prevent delays. 

To avoid traffic and reduce your waiting 

time, consider picking up your child at 3:15.  

Students remaining after afternoon pick-up 

are taken to aftercare at 3:30. 

Finally, we ask the following:  

Please observe the 15 mph speed limit;  

No stopping or parking is allowed in the 

access lane. Local law enforcement 

will ticket those drivers stopping in the 

fire lane;       

Do not cut across parking lot lanes; 

Please park your vehicle and come 

inside the building if you wish to speak 

with staff;  

Report dangerous driving (vehicle de-

scription) to school administration; and 

We all recognize that the safety of our stu-

dents and others on campus is of the utmost 

importance.  To maintain our perfect safety 

record we would like to explain the proce-

dures for drop-off and pick-up of your child.  

Complying with this procedure will ensure 

that traffic flow is consistent and allow for 

orderly and prompt entrance and exit from 

the Academy.   

The access road between the parking lot 

and the school is a one-way street in the 

morning and afternoon.  Students being 

dropped off/ picked up at the door must 

utilize the drop-off loop.  Vehicles are to 

access the loop via the far back parking lot 

lane only.  Please exit and enter vehicles as 

promptly yet safely as possible. Staff are 

present in the morning and afternoon to 

assist your child.  

The front parking lot lane is for those driv-

ers that will be parking and escorting their 

Traffic Flow Around the Academy 

Phone: 804.737.7833 

Fax: 804.737.1181 

Headmaster/Administrator 
Stan Stone 
SStone@newbridgeacademy.org 
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Share this information with family and 

friends who may assist you with picking up 

and dropping off your child. 
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